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? *Stercoranus ])omatorMnu8. Pomatorhine Skua. (Kjoi.) N.

Stereorar/'us cre^ndatus. Ricliardson's Skua. (Kjoi.) N.

?'*Stercornrius jMrasiticus. Buffon's Skua. (Kjoi.) N.

Procellaria pelayica. Storm Petrel. (Dnidi.) N.

Procellaria leiicorrhoa. Leach's Petrel.

^Puffinus major. Great Shearwater. (Stora-Skrofa.) N.

Puffinus anylorum. Maux Shearwater. (Litla-Skrofa.) N.

*Puffimis ohscurus. Dusky Shearwater. Recorded by Rev. H. 11.

Slater.

Fiihnarus glacialis. Fulmar. (Fylungur, Fyll.) N.

Colymbus glacialis. Great Northern Diver. (Himbrimi, Brusi.) N.

Colymhus septeyitrionalis. Red-throated Diver. (Lomur.) N.

Podiceps griseiyena. Red-necked Grebe.—Rare. One taken at Keflavik,

December 1885. B. Grondal.

Podicej^s cornutus. Horned Grebe. (Florgodi, Sefijnd, Flodseti,

Floaskitur, Flodskitnr.) N.

Alcatorda. Razorbill. (Alka, Klumba, Klumbunefja, Drunnefja.) N.

Alca impennis. Great Auk. (Geirfugl.) N.

Lomviu troile. Common Guillemot. (Langvia, Langnefja.) N.

Loinvia bruennichi. Briinnich's Guillemot. (Stuttnefja.) N.

Uria grylle. Black Guillemot. (Teista, Peista, Pjeturskofa; young

birds, Peistukofa.) N.

Mergiilus alle. Little Auk. (ILaftirdill.) N.

Fratercida arctica. Puffin. (Lundi
;
young birds, Lundakofa.)

= 108 species.

Note.—Prof. Newton says that Anser albifrcms is known as Helsingi,

but Nielsen states this name applies only to Bernicla leucopsis. Nordens-

kiold, in ' The Voyage of the Vega,' speaks of B. leticopsis as the White-

fronted Goose ; so that the greater amount of vv^hite on the head of the

latter species appears to have secured its right to this title among northern

people.

XXI.

—

On the Birds of the Philippine Islands.—Part IV. *

The Province of Albay, South-east Luzon, and the adjacent

Island of Catanduanes . By W. R. Ogilvie Grant. With

Field-Notes by John Whitehead.

Since the January number of ' The Ibis ' appeared another

large collection of birds has arrived from that indefatigable

collector Mr. J.Whitehead, including about two hundred bird-

* Part I. Ibis, 1894, pp. 406-411 ; Part II. ibid. pp. 501-522 ; Part III.

Ibis, 1895, pp. 106-117.
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skins, of which three were perfectly new to science. During

the first month of this expedition Mr. Whitehead collected

near some mountains iu the neighbourhood of Tobacco, in

the province of Albay, which is situated in the extreme south-

east of Luzon. There, however, he obtained very few speci-

mens, for, being a great hemp-growing district, most of the

forests had been cleared and bird life was extremely scarce, but

it was here that he obtained all his specimens of the splendid

green Fruit-Pigeon [Carpophaga j^oliocephala) now recorded

for the first time from Luzon. Thence he shifted his camp to

the foot of the Mayon volcano, remaining there for some three

weeks ; but there again birds were far from common, though it

was on this collecting-ground that the yellow-green Silver-eye

{Zosterops luzonica) was obtained. During the whole of this

trip, which spread over the last part of July and the months

of August and September, almost incessant rain greatly

increased the difficulties of collecting ; and, to add to Mr.

Whitehead's troubles, most of the birds were iu full moult at

this season and difficult to make into good cabinet-skins,

though specially interesting from our point of view as

showing the changes of plumages.

In the beginning of September the first of the migrants

had begun to arrive, in the shape of the Asiatic Golden

Plover, which still had the greater part of the breast mixed

with the black breeding-plumage; but Mr. Whitehead did

not devote much time to the Waders, and on the 7tli of

September he set sail in a small boat for the adjacent island of

Catanduanes, and after collecting there for a month returned

to Manila. The only animals obtained were a few Bats, and

we hear that Mammals are extremely scarce in every part

of Luzon that Mr. Whitehead has visited. Of Reptiles and

Fish a small collection was made, but contained nothing of

special interest ; and there was also a considerable collection

of Insects belonging to various orders.

Mr. Whitehead has made some interesting remarks on the

habits of Rhabdornis mystacalis, from which it appears tliat

this bird's mode of life and habits are extremely like those of

the Spider-hunters (Arachnothera), the greater part of its
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time being spent in searching the flowers for insects. Nor
is the resemblance in habits the only point he notes, for he

sends me the tongues of two examples in spirits, and, as may
be seen from the accompanying figure, the tongue is bifid and

largely provided on the sides with cirriform appendages,

giving this organ a very brush-like appearance. I am not

at present prepared to express an opinion as to the import-

ance of this character, though, from the cursory examination

I have made of the structure of the tongue in various genera

allied to Rhabdornis, I am inclined to believe that some

important results may be obtained by a careful examination

of this organ which may assist in the better arrangement of

the Passeres.

It is gratifying to observe that my papers in ' The Ibis,'

based on the results of Mr. Whitehead''s former collections,

have at last had the effect of inducing our American friends,

Messrs. F. S. Bourns and D. C. Worcester, two of the natural-

ists who accompanied the second Steere expedition to the

Philippines, to publish the long-expected paper descriptive

of the results of their collecting trip. This " Occasional

Paper " forms the first in the first volume of a new scientific

publication issued by the Minnesota Academy of Natural

Sciences. Here we find no fewer than 36 new species

described, a list of known species with localities not

previously recorded, and additional notes on previously

described birds.

Spilornis HOLOSPiLus (Vig.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp. 407,

503.

Specimens were obtained both in the district of Albay

and at Catanduanes.

Haliastur intermedius, Gurney ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 407.

An adult female was shot at Catanduanes.

Pernis ptilonorhynchus (Temm.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 503 ; 1895, p. 108.

Another immature female from Albay.
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CoRONE PHiLiPPiNA (Bonap.) j Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 504.

A perfect albino specimen was obtained at Catanduanes.

Oriolus chinensis, Linn. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 407, and

1895, p. 108.

Five adult specimens from Albay district and Catan-

duanes agree with the more southern examples of this species

in having the yellow patch on the forehead scarcely extending

beyond the anterior margin of the eye, and in this respect

differ from the specimen already mentioned from Mt. Arajat,

Central Luzon.

DicRURUs BALicAssius (Linn.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp. 408,

505.

An immature male from Albay district.

Pericrocotus novus, Wardlaw-Ramsay ; Grant, Ibis,

1895, p. 109.

Another adult male was obtained at Albay, and also a

female ; but unfortunately Mr. Whitehead was unable to

preserve the latter specimen, which was in full moult.

Lalage melanoleuca (Blyth) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

iv. p. 91 (1879).

The adult and immature female of this species were

obtained in Albay district.

Lalage terat (Bodd.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. iv.

p. 95 (1879).

Adult specimens were obtained both at Albay and Catan-

duanes.

Muscicapa griseisticta (Swinh.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 408.

A male in moult was collected in September at Catan-

duanes.

Rhipidura cyaniceps (Cassin) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 506.

A male from Albay district.

Rhipidura nigritorquis, Vigors; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. iv. p. 334 (1879).

Obtained both in Albay district and in Catanduanes

;

specimens dated the 22nd August are still in full moult.
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Callaeops, Grant, Bull. B. O. C. no. xxiii. p. xviii, and

no. xxiv. p. xxii (1895).

A new genus of Muscicapida most nearly allied to Arses,

which it resembles in having a disk-like wattle formed by the

prolongation of the eyelid, which entirely surrounds the

rather large eye. As in Terpsiphone, there is a large, full

occipital crest, and the tarsi and toes are short and slender;

but the tail is like that of Rhipidura, wedge-shaped, and
composed of 12 feathers, the outer pair being f of the length

of the middle pair. The first Hight-feather is iialf the length

of the second, which is about equal to the tenth ; the fourth

being slightly the longest.

The only known species of this peculiar genus is

Callaeops periophthalmica. Grants Bull. B. O. C. no.

xxiii. p. xviii (1895).

Adult male. General colour deep black with a slight

purplish gloss, especially on the back and breast ; the middle

of lower breast and belly white, the under tail-coverts being

edged with the same colour. Wattle surrounding the eye,

bill, and feet said to be pale blue. Total length 8*5 inches,

wing 3'5, tail 4'5, tarsus 0'6. The only specimen sent home
by Mr. AVhitehead was not of his own collecting, but pur-

chased in Manila and, as I understand, said to have been

obtained in that vicinity. The colour of the soft parts and
sex are, I fancy, only given on the authority of the collector

from whom the bird was obtained.

Siphia philippinensis (Sharpe) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp.

408, 507.

Two specimens were obtained in Albay district on the 26th

of August and the 2nd of September, both in full moult.

PoLioLOPHus uROSTiCTUs (Salvad=) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. vi. p. 63 (1881).

A male of the Wattled Brown Bulbul was obtained at

Catanduanes.

Pycxonotus goiavier (Scop.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 408.

A male from Albay district.

SER. VII.—VOL. I. T
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CiTTOCiNCLA LuzoNiENsis (Kittl.) ) Graiit^ Ibis, 1894-,

p. 408.

Two males from Catanduanes.

Megalurus palustriSj Horsf. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 510.

A male from Catanduanes.

Orthotomus derbianus, Moore ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 408.

Obtained both in tbe Albay district and at Catanduanes.

Mr. Whitehead procured the nest of this species in a bush

(at present not identified), the large pointed leaves being

sewn together in the usual Tailor-bird fashion, and forming

a deep cup with a woven lining of spiders' webs and down.

Parus elegans. Less. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp. 408, 511.

An adult male and a bird in immature plumage were

obtained in Albay district. The immature bird has the

general colour above dark olive, darkest on the crown, a

small yellowish-white patch on the middle of the nape and

one on each side of the neck ; the wing-coverts tipped with

yellowish white. Chin, throat, and fore neck dirty yellow

down the middle, shading into dark olive on the sides; the

rest of the underparts yellow, but paler than in the adult.

Hyloterpe PHiLippiNENSis, Waldcn ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 409.

Obtained in Albay district. Being fresh moulted, the

specimens before us have the upper parts richer olive

inclining to brown, and the yellow of the underparts is more

brilliant than in the type specimens, which are in rather

worn plumage.

Lanius lucionensis (Linn.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 513.

A fine adult from Catanduanes.

CiNNYRis SPERATA (Liuu.) ; Gadow, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

ix. p. 63 (1884).

It seems curious that two such nearly allied species as

C. whiteheadi and C. sperata should both be found in Luzon,

though in different parts of that large island. The present

species is extremely distinct from C. whiteheadi, which was
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obtained in the northern highlands of the Benguet district,

having the mantle and upper back deep maroon-red instead

of black, and showing other minor differences. C. sperata

is found at any rate as far north as the neighbourhood of

Manila, and extends its range through the Philippine Islands

southwards to Palawan.

CiNNYRis JUGULARis (Linn.) ; Gadow, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

ix. p. 84 (1884).

From Albay district and Catanduanes. Both sexes of this

species are easily distinguished from C. obscurior obtained in

the Benguet district (see Ibis, 1894, p. 514) by their larger

size, olive back, and more brightly coloured underparts.

Wing 2-2-2-3 inches.

CiNNYRis EXCELLENs, Grant, Bull. B. O. C. no. xxiii.

p. xviii (1895).

This beautiful new Sun-bird is most nearly allied to

C. guimarasensis, Steere, but differs in the following points :

—

Adult male. The metallic patch of feathers on the fore-

head is steel-green, and does not extend so far back; the

rest of the crown and nape yellowish olive- green, shading

into orange on the back ; and the sides of the belly and

flanks are olive-grey, pale yellowish in the middle, with a

brilliant orange-red patch above. As in C. guimarasensis,

the present species has the chin and upper part of the

throat metallic purplish blue, and the chest and breast

velvety black, divided up the middle by a brilliant orange-red

band. Total length 4*0 inches, wing 1*9, tail 1*2, tarsus

0-55.

A bird which appears to be a nearly adultfemale, though the

sex was not ascertained, differs from the female of C. guimara-

sensis [as described by Bourns and Worcester, Occasional

Papers, Minn. Acad. Nat. Sci. i. no. 1, p. 55 (1894)] in the

following points :—The head and nape are dull olive-green,

shading into brighter olive-green (instead of brownish) on

the rest of the upper parts ; the sides of the face are dull

olive (not dark ashy grey) ; the throat and chest grey slightly

washed with yellow, rather more marked on the chin, and

T 2
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the rest of the underparts are pale yellowish olive, with no

trace of the orange-yellow on the breast as described in the

female of C. guimaraseiisis.

Rhabdornis mystacalis (Temm.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 409.

Mr. Whitehead has sent me some interesting notes on this

bird, which he considers ought to be placed in close proximity

to the genus Arachnothera, the same brown style of plumage

being found in the aberrant form Arachnothera julice, one of

his discoveries on Mt. Kina Balu. Much of this bird's time,

he says, is spent in searching among the flowers, just like an

Arachnothera, and he also points out that the tongue is

brush-tipped. He has forwarded me two examples in spirits,

one of which is represented in the accompanying figure

(fig. 1), and I have also shown the tongues of such birds as

the Wall-Creeper [Tichodroma mnraria), the Tree-Creepers

(
Certhia and Salpornis) , the Australian Creepers

(
Climacteris)

,

and the Nuthatch [Sitta ccesia), with which Rhabdornis has

been associated.

Fi?. 1. Fig. 2.

In comparing the tongues of these various forms the great

differences in the structure will at once be appreciated.

Rhabdornis has the tongue bifid at the extremity and cirrhated

along the sides only, and of all the tongues which I have so

far been able to examine is most like that of Sitta casia

(fig. 2).

The tongue of the Wall-Creeper (fig. 3) is remarkably

simple in form, being merely bilobed at the extreme tip, and

devoid of all bristle-like processes ; while in Certhia stoliczka
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(fig. 4) and Salpornis spilonotus (fig. 5) different modifications

will be seen, the tongue in each case terminating in about

five bristles. In Climacteris leucophcea (fig. 6), which, so

Fig. 4.

far as external characters go, seems to be the most nearly

allied form to Rhabdornis, the tongue has the extremity entire,

and the upper surface as well as the sides beset with short

bristles, giving it a remarkably brush-like appearance.

I am not at present prepared to express an opinion as to

the importance of the shape of the tongue as a character in

classification, though I believe from what I have already

seen that some useful hints may be derived from this source,

which may lead to a better arrangement of the Passeres. I

intend on a future occasion to publish the results of my
investigations on this subject.

ZosTEROPS LuzoNicA, Grant, Bull. B. O. C. no. xxiv. p. xxii

(1895).

This new species is most closely allied to Z. jiava (Horsf.),

which is found in Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, and to Z. ni-

groi'um, Tweed., from Negros. It is easily distinguished

from the former by the almost uniform olive-green upper

parts, only the forehead, rump, and upper tail-coverts being

slightly brighter and washed with yellow; and from the latter

it differs in having no black spot in front of the eye, the

upper parts brighter olive, and the yellow on the throat

and middle of the uuderparts more golden with no greenish

tinge.

Adult male and female. Upper parts and sides of the head

olive-green, washed with yellow on the forehead, rump, and

upper tail-coverts ; lores and uuderparts clear yellow, washed
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with olive on the sides and flanks. Total length 3*8 inches,

wing- rS, tail 1"4, tarsus 0'6.

I had some hesitation in adding another species to the

host of Zosterops already described ; but, there beiug no name
for this quite distinct form, saw no alternative.

Dictum rubriventer. Less. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

X. p. 36 (1885).

Only met with in the district of Albay.

HiRUNDO JAVANICA, Sparrm. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894^, p. 516.
'

A male in moult from Catanduanes.

MoTACiLLA MELANOPE, Pall. ; Sharpc, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

X. p. 497 (1885).

An immature female from Catanduanes.

MoTAciLLA FLAVA, Liuu. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. x.

p. 516, pL vi. figs. 3-5 (1885).

A male from Catanduanes. The only previous record

from the Philippines is from the island of Negros.

Emberiza spodocephala (Pall.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. xii. p. 522 (1888).

An immature male was obtained on Catanduanes, and the

species is now recorded for the first time from the Philippine

group.

Artamus leucogaster (Wagl.); Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 517.

From both Albay district and Catanduanes.

Sarcops calvus (Linn.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 517.

Dr. Sharpe, in writing of the changes of plumage in this

bird, expressed his opinion (Cat. B. Brit. Mus. xiii. p. 97)

that " from the remains of grey both above and below, over-

spreading the black plumage, it would appear that the pure

silvery-grey colour is a seasonal pluaiage." Having gone

through the series in the British Museum, I was at first

inclined to arrive at the same conclusion ; but now, having

received a good many additional specimens from Mr. White-

head, and Mr. Rothschild having also kindly lent me his

series for comparison, I have a much larger amount of mate-

rial before me, and, as I shall presently show, Dr. Sharpe's

conclusions are apparently incorrect. He did not appreciate
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the fact tliat the underparts iu true S. calvus remain black

at all seasons, only the flanks being grey, or he would not

have united it with his S. lowi from Sibutu. This allied

form, of which only the type is known, has the sides of the

chest and the whole of the underparts grey, with only a line

of blackish feathers down the middle of the belly, and

appears to me to bo perfectly distinct from S. calvus, which

is found in the adjacent Tawi Tawi group and northwards

throughout the Philippines. I think Dr. Sharpe was right in

the first instance when he described the Sibutu bird as distinct.

I have been much puzzled over the diflPerences in plumage

in the true Sarcops calvus (that is, the species with the

underparts black). I have a large series of birds before me
which are now arranged, geographically, and in this way only

have I been able to obtain a satisfactory solution to the

problem of plumage. Some specimens have the upper parts

entirely silvery grey : that is to say, the neck, mantle, back,

rump, and upper tail-coverts ; others have the entire mantle

and upper back smoky black, in strong contrast to the silvery

grey of the neck and lower back, &c. In studying the series

before me I have asked myself the following questions :

—

Can the difference of plumage be seasonal ? No, for both

entirely grey and black-backed forms are to be met with at

all seasons.

Can the difference in plumage be sexual ? No, for I have

specimens belonging to both sexes iu both styles of plumage,

the sex having been ascertained by reliable collectors.

Can the difference in plumage be due to age, the grey-

backed forms being the adult and the brown-backed the

young, as has been already suggested ? No, for the brown-

backed forms occur in every mouth of the year and have no

appearance of being young birds.

Can the difterence be geographical ? Yes, it is. The

grey-backed forms come from North Luzon, Mindoro,

Marinduque, Sulu, and Bongao.

The black-backed forms come from Catanduanes, South

Luzon (Albay district), Leyte, Cebu, and Negros, also

Mindanao (extreme north and south) and Basilan.
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Looking at these different ranges on the map, it will be

seen that all the grey-backed forms on the table before me
are found west of about longitude 122", which cuts through

the Islands of Marinduque and Basilan. The Marinduque

bird belongs to the typical grey-backed form, while the only

male we have from Basilan, though it certainly must be in-

cluded in the black-backed group, has a distinct grey shade

on the feathers of the mantle and upper back, which may be

described as greyish black. Tweeddale, in writing on the

birds of Basilan (P. Z. S. 1879, p. 72), says, "One example

is) [which is the example just mentioned] with inter-

scapular region brown, the others with that part hoary grey."

From this it appears that both forms intergrade in this

island. Again, in specimens from the island of Guimaras,

which lies rather to the west of longitude 122°, I have three

examjiles which are undoubtedly referable to the black-

backed form, but one of them has distinctly a greyish tinge

on the mantle. It would be interesting to see specimens

from Panay, the large island touching 122° longitude, as no

doubt the forms found there are mostly of an intermediate

type.

Briefly summing up the above facts, we find that east of

longitude 122°, or thereabout, all the Philippine examples

of S. calvus have the mantle and upper back brownish black;

while west of this line all have the upper parts uniform

silvery grey ; intermediate forms being met with only in

localities situated along the line where the two forms inter-

grade.

It may be considered advisable to separate the brown-

backed eastern form under a distinct name, but before doing

so it would be necessary to examine a series of birds from

Panay.

Calornis PANAYENSis (Scop.) ; Sliarpc, Cat. B. Brit. Mus-

xiii. p. 147 (1890).

Two examples of this Glossy Starling were obtained at

Albay and Catanduanes.
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MuNiA BRUNNEicEPs, Wald. ; Sliarpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xiii. p. 338 (1890).

Several adult examples of this southern form of M.formo-

sana were obtained at both Albay and Catanduanes. This

is, no doubt, the bird that Steere calls M. atricajnlla [List

Birds Mamm. Philippines, p. 23 (1890)], and records from

many of the more southern islands of the group, but it has

not previously been got so far north.

Ukoloncha everetti (Tweed.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit,

Mus. xiii. p. 363 (1890).

A single female specimen was shot at Catanduanes.

Caprimulgus griseatus, G. R. Gray; Hartert, Cat. B.

Brit. Mus. xvi. p. 550, pi. xi. (1892).

One example of this rare Goatsucker Avas met with at

Catanduanes.

The plate in the Catalogue referred to above is extremely

badly coloured and quite misleading. In the first place, the

general colour of the type (which the above figure is sup-

posed to represent), as well as that of the three other speci-

mens before us, is far less bright, the general tone being ^rey,

while the markings vary from pale whitish buff to rufous

buff, and are very different from the brilliant colouring shown

in the plate, which is about as incorrect as it can be.

Merops bicolor, Bodd. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp. 409, 519.

A male from Catanduanes.

Alcedo isPiDA, Linn. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp. 409, 520.

An immature male from Catanduanes.

Halcyon chloris (Bodd.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xvii. p. 273, pi. vii. fig. 3 (1892),

Adult and immature birds from Albay district and Catan-

duanes,

Penelopides MANILLA, Bodd.; Grant, Ibis, 1894, pp, 409,

520,

A young male in which the subterminal tail-bar does not

extend on to the outer tail-feathers, and is but slightly

developed on the penultimate pair. The casque is not yet



263 Mr. W. 11. Ogilvie Grant on the

differentiated from the line of the culmen, but otherwise the

plumage resembles that of the adult.

Iyngipicus validirostkts, Blyth ; Grants Ibis, 1895,

p. 114.

Specimens from Albay district and Catanduanes are

typical examples of this species.

MicRosTicTUS FUNEBRis, Valcnc. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 409, & 1895, p. 115.

Obtained at Albay and Catanduanes.

X^NTHOLiEMA H^EMATOCEPHALA (P. L. S. Mull.) ; Sliellcy,

Cat. B. Brit. Mus. xix. p. 89 (1891).

Adult and immature specimens from Albay district.

Cacomantis merulinus (Scop.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 520.

An immature bird from Albay and a male adult from

Catanduanes.

Centropus viridis (Scop.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 410.

Adult males from Albay and Catanduanes.

Dasylophus superciliosus (Cuv.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 410.

Both sexes were collected at Albay and Catanduanes.

Lepidogrammus cuMiNGi (Frascr) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 520.

Obtained in Albay district. One is a mere nestling, and

has the general colour of the head, mantle, and underparts

brownish black, the feathers being more or less fringed with

rufous. Among the feathers of the forehead are a number

of whitish bristles which look as if they had been singed at

the extremity. These are, no doubt, the prototypes of the

curious wax-tipped feathers of the adult. The wings and

tail are much like those of the adult, being black glossed

with greenish blue and the latter tipped with white. Tarsus

09 inch, middle toe and claw 1'2. In the adult, tarsus

165, middle toe and claw 1*55.
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Cacatua HyEMATUROPYGiA (L. S. Mull.) ; SalvadoH^ Cat.

B. Brit. Mus. xx. p. 130 (1891).

Albay district.

Prioniturus discurus (Vicill.) ; Salvadori, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. XX. p. 417 (1891).

Mr. Whitehead having sent a good series of adult and

immature examples of this fine Racquet-tailed Parrot from

Catanduanes, a few remarks on the differences in plumage

between these birds and specimens from the more southern

Philippine Islands are necessary. In spreading out our series

geogrnphically I find there is a considerable difference in the

amount of blue ou the crown. Typical specimens of P. dis-

curus from North and South Mindanao^ Panaon^ and Basilan

have the whole crown intense bright blue, forming a rather

sharply defined line where it meets the yellow-green nape.

On the other hand, the birds sent from Catanduanes have

the blue paler and less extended, and confined to the middle

of the crown, the whole forehead being green. This is the

case in what appear to be three adult males, with well-deve-

loped racquets to the middle tail-feathers; but on exami-

nation all three are found to be moulting bright blue feathers

on the middle of the crown, and from this as well as for

other reasons it seems probable that the blue on the crown

will eventually become more extended ; for there is a male

specimen collected by Dr. A. B. Meyer in Luzon, which is

perfectly intermediate between the birds from Catanduanes

and those from the more southern islands mentioned above

;

the whole crown in this specimen is washed with blue, most

intense in the middle, and shading gradually into green on

the forehead, sides of the head, and nape ; in this last respect

it differs from the southern forms, for in these the blue cap

extends to the base of the culmen and is sharply defined

from the yellow-green nape. It may be that at some future

time someone may separate these two forms, but I shall not

do so, for the evidence before me seems to shoAV that they

are merely slight insular varieties which shade gradually one

into the other.
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The Sulu bird (P. suluensis, Blasius) has been separated

on account of its larger size and the blue on the crown

being more extended, beginning at the anterior edge of the

forehead and extending to the occiput. Its larger size (wing

6*5 inches) one can appreciate, but the supposed difference in

the blue on the crown and other minor characters mentioned

are equally found in birds from Basilan, Mindanao, &c., so

that P. suluensis can onl}^ be considered a rather larger in-

sular race of P. discurus, which it absolutely resembles in

plumage.

LoRicuLUs PHiLipPENSis (P. L. S. Mlill.) ; Grant, Ibis,

1894, pp. 410, 521.

From Catanduanes.

OsMOTRERON AXILLARIS (G. R. Gray) ; Salvadori, Cat. B.

Brit. Mus. xxi. p. 48 (1893).

An example from Catanduanes.

Phabotreron leucotis (Temm.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

pp. 410,521.

Obtained at Catanduanes.

Ptilopus leclancheri (Bonap.) ; Salvadori, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. xxi. p. 79 (1893).

A male in poor condition from Catanduanes.

Carpophaga chalybura, Bonap. ; Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 521.

Additional examples from Albay district and Catanduanes

all bear out the characters mentioned in the above reference

to this Fruit-Pigeon, the dark purplish-grey band across

the nape being well-marked in all. I think this form may
be fairly retained under Bonaparte's name and kept separate

from typical C. anea.

Carpophaga poliocephala (G. R. Gray) ; Salvadori, Cat.

B. Brit. Mus. xxi. p. 209 (1893).

Several examples of this magnificent and very rare Green

Fruit-Pigeon were collected in the Albay district. It has

previously been obtained only in the more southern islands,

and was not met with at Catanduanes.
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Macropygia tenuirostris, G. R. Gray j Grant, Ibis, 1894,

p. 521 (1893).

A male adult from Albay district.

TuRTUR DUssuMiERi (Tcmm.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1895, p. 117.

Several specimens from Albay and Catauduanes.

Chalcophaps indica (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. xxi. p. 514 (1893).

An immature bird from Albay district.

ExcALFACTORiA LiNEATA (Scop.) ; Grant, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. xxii. p. 253 (1893).

Adult males and females purchased from a native collector

and said to be obtained in the neighbourhood of Manila.

TuRNix FAsciATA (Temm.) ; Grant, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xxii. p. 535 (1893).

Two somewhat immature females, also from the neigh-

bourhood of Manila.

TuRNix ocELLATA (Scop.) ; Grant, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xxii. p. 548 (1893).

A pair of very fine females obtained from the same

collector. These are the most adult examples I have seen,

the whole chin and throat being entirely black.

Hypot^nidia torquata (Linn.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit.

Mus. xxiii. p. 43 (1894).

An adult pair from Albay and Catanduanes.

Gallicrex cinerea (Gmel.) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus.

xxiii. p. 183 (1894).

A male and female adult from Catanduanes in the brownish-

buflf plumage of autumn and winter. Neither Dr. Sharpe

in the above work, nor any other author, so far as I am
aware, make the slightest reference to the autumn change of

plumage which is so marked in the male, only the breeding-

dress being described, in which the whole of the hind neck

and underparts, as well as the general colour of the upper

parts, are black. In the fully adult male before me the whole

of the underparts from the throat downwards are pale buff
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with rather fine, somewhat wavy, brownish-black bars, except

on the middle of the belly, which is paler and nearly devoid

of markings ; the under tail-coverts have the ground-colour

more rufous buff; the rest of the plumage also resembles

that of the female. The latter does not appear to have

any different breeding-plumage, or, if she changes, the

feathers are very similar to those of the autumn dress.

Charadrius fulvus, Gmel. ; Seebohm, Geogr. Distr.

Charadr. p. 99 (1888).

Two adult birds from Albay district shot on 8rd Septem-

ber still retain part of the black breeding-phimage on the

under surface of the body.

tEgialitis dubius (Scop.).

Charadrius minor. Wolf & Meyer ; Seebohm, Geogr.

Distr. Charadr. p. 130 (1888).

From Catanduanes.

Tringoides hypoleucus (Linn,).

Totanus hypoleucus (Linn.) ; Seebohm, Geogr. Distr.

Charadr. p. 371 (1888).

An adult female from Albay district.

Rhynch^a bengalensis (Linn.).

Rhynchcea capensis, Seebohm, Geogr. Distr. Charadr.

p. 456 (1888).

Adult males from Catanduanes.

Nycticorax manillensis. Vigors ; Grant, Ibis, 1895,

p. 117.

Five adult male specimens in moult from Albay and

Catanduanes.

Ardetta cinnamomea (Gmel.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 522.

Male from Catanduanes.

Phoyx manillensis (Meyen) ; Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C.

vol. iii. p. xxxviii (1894).

A fine adult male from Albay district, bearing out the

characters of the species.
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BuBULCus coROMANDUs (Bodd.) ; Tweed. Trans. Zool. Soc.

ix. p. 237 (1875) ; Steere, List Birds & Mamm. Philippines,

p. 26 (1890).

An adult male from Catanduanes.

BuTORiDES JAVANICA (Horsf.) ; Grant, Ibis, 1894, p. 522.

Immature male from Albay district.

Melanopelargus eptscopus (Bodd.) ; Tweed. Orn. Works,

pp. 200, 600, 645, 660 (1881) ; Steere, List Birds & Mamm.
Philippines, p. 27 (1890).

A male from Albay district.

Anas ltjzonica, Fraser ; Grant, Ibis, 1895, p. 117.

A male from Catanduanes.

Dendrocygna arcuata, Cuv.

Dendrocyyna vagans, Steere, List Birds & Mamm. Philip-

pines, p. 27 (1890).

An adult pair from Catanduanes.
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No. XXII. (Dec. 29th, 1894.)

The twenty-first meeting of the Club was held at the

Restaurant Frascati, 32 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the

19th of December, 1894.

Chairman : P. L. Sclater, F.R.S.

Members present :—G. Barrett-Hamilton, E. Bidwell,

J. L. BoNHOTE, W. E. De Winton, a. H. Evans, John

Gerrard, W. Graham, G. H. Caton Haigh, E. Hartert,

J. E. Harting, W. H. Hudson, E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, F.

Menteith Ogilvie, C. E. Pearson, H. J. Pearson, Howard

Saunders (Treasurer), R. Bowdler Sharpe [Editor), A. B.

R. Trevor-Battye, C. A. Wright, John Young.

Visitors : Graham Kerr, D. F. Mackenzie, Arnold Pike,

T. M. Pike, Hugh L. Popham, H. Stevens, Capt. Cayley

Webster.


